[Occupational exposure to cadmium and renal cancer. Apropos of a case].
Cadmium is a carcinogenic substance and bronchial and prostatic cancer may be readily identified as professional diseases. It is also a nephrotoxic substance but renal carcinoma are rarely imputed to this kind of intoxication. We report the observation of a 59-year-old woman with a long unprotected professional exposure to cadmium. She developed an epidermoid carcinoma of the kidney and later of the lung. Levels of cadmium in blood samples were abnormally high, confirming the existence of a chronic impregnation. We have judged cadmium to be responsible for her renal disease: the fact of a long unprotected professional exposure, the scarcity of renal epidermoid carcinoma, the well established nephrotoxicity of this substance and the association with other cancers, appear to us as convincing evidence, and the kidney cancer of our patient has been considered a professional disease.